
Music opens a fascinating view into culture of a nation. That’s why when 
Fitchburg Art Museum invited our Academy to participate in the Festival 
“Music of Italy”, we gladly accepted the invitation.  Our Music Director 
and our student Sophie Tollefson, freshman of the Sharon High School 
gave a concert on October 17th, 2008. Sophie not only performed but 
also wrote and presented a short lecture on Italian music. “I was so im-
pressed with Tanya Schwartzman’s playing … and completely in awe of the 
very young Sophie Tollefson ...” wrote to us Laura Howick, Director of 
Education at Fitchburg Art Museum.   

We are trying to give all our students an opportunity to express themselves through music. You can be 
next person to perform and give a lecture.  
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Quote of  the Day 

"Getting ahead in a 

difficult profession 

requires avid faith in 

yourself. That is why 

some people with 

mediocre talent, but 

with great inner 

drive, go much 

further than people 

with vastly superior 

talent .” 

Sophia Loren  

Famous Movie Actress  

Now you have a chance. Sharon Music Academy announces a contest for the best school jingle. Acad-
emy’s slogan is “We help you find your own tune!”.  We like it and want to make a jingle out of it. 
Unleash your creativity. Come up with a tune. Your instructor will help you to polish it and write it 
down. You can add words if you like.  The contest is opened to all students and their family members. 
You can even sing the jingle and send recording to us. We’ll do the rest. The best jingles will be recorded 
and put online.  The deadline for submitting your jingle is February 1st, 2009.  

Ode to My Piano 
 
O piano, 
Your smooth ivory-like keys 
Remind me 
Of a gentle river  
Slowly flowing 
When I start to play on you 
The sounds you make  

Playing Italian 

Want to try yourself in composition? 

Are like raindrops 
Falling from the sky. 
 
When I play any song, 
I feel like I’m being transported 
To the land 
Where dreams live. 
 
Ben Zheng 

All our students have an artistic side. And for many of them music is an important but not the only art 
form they succeed at. They paint, draw, sculpt and write poetry or prose. Very often music is inter-
twined with other creative activities of our students and serves as an inspiration. Please share with us 
your creativity and we will provide a stage to showcase it. Bring us your drawing, paintings, sculptures 
and we will exhibit them at our Academy.  Send us your poems or stories and we will publish them in 
our newsletter, on our website and in local newspapers.  Today, we present you the poem by Ben 
Zheng:  
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Magic Show at  the 

Halloween Party 

Short Notes 

Massachusetts Legislature and Arts 
Sharon Music Academy has been invited to participate in the 
Second Artists Under the Dome event organized by Massachu-
setts Legislature in support of Arts in Massachusetts. We met 
with many government officials, heads of state agencies and 
members of Massachusetts Legislature, including state repre-
sentative Louis Kafka and state senator James Timilty, who 
represent local communities. It was very encouraging to find 
out that Massachusetts Legislature and our local elected offi-
cials understand the importance   of Arts for the future of Mas-
sachusetts.  Everyone pledged their support to the develop-
ment of the cultural scene in our state. A lot of work lies 

ahead and Sharon Music Academy joined the state task force to help Massachusetts Legislature develop a 
comprehensive plan of promoting and supporting local arts.  On the photo: Administrative Director of 
the Sharon Music Academy presents our CD to Eric Turkington, Chairman of Committee on Tourism, 
Arts and Cultural Development. 

 

Halloween Orchestra 

Second Instrument. It is not too late to sign-up for 4 trial 30 minutes lessons in any instrument of 
your choice (just $99). We have slots for saxophone, clarinet, guitar, cello, violin, viola. Bring your friend 
as well. Please contact us to discuss a schedule. 
First Night. Our ensembles have been invited to participate in the First Night Celebration.  
A-Muse The World Initiative. Sharon Music Academy becomes a member of “A-Muse The World 
Initiative” - non-profit organization dedicated to promotion of music education throughout the world.  
SMA will also participate in the Young Promise International Music Festival and Competition, organized 
by this organization. You can learn more about this initiative by visiting www.a-musetheworld.org. 
Our Instructors in the Media. Ashley Paul, our saxophone/clarinet instructor, has her latest CD fea-
tured in the prestigious British music magazine WIRE. November issue contains review of Ashley’s CD 
DOL: “ … DOL is an intriguing hybrid, merging long-form tones with primitivist DIY clatter and Improv 
dissonance. Paul handles the mutually antagonistic idioms with aplomb and a winning mixture of 
accuracy  …”. You can ask Ashley to autograph her CD. 

Tanya, the dark 

queen of Halloween 

At Music Appreciation Workshop Tanya 
is talking about contextual levels of com-
prehension, program music and magic 
triangle. Sounds scary, but in reality it 
was fun. We hope you will not miss the 
next one.  

Those who came to Nicolai Lomov’s con-
certs are still talking about Nicolai’s per-
formance. Students of the Sharon Music 
Academy with Nicolai Lomov at the re-
ception after Nicolai’s concert. 


